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not a happy situation out there, but they claim they wil l be
hack in production by June 1 at a rate of 14 million gallons a
year on an annual basis. Talk is cheap, I understand that.
We' ve been through a lot of issues with Sutherland so I'm tom
whether to say yes. If this would make the EPIC Fund whole and
this is the end of it, I'd vote for this in a second. But I
fear that there's a number of unknowns out there. Sutherland is
one of them. And in spite of what I may think, I think some
people figure they' re going to qualify for subsidies under these
temporary production facilities and, a lthough they wouldn' t
begin earning credits for a number of years, they' re still going
to be out there and maybe we just address them at that time,
Senator Beutler. It 's not g oing to be you or me, I guess,
because we' re going to b e term limited out. But i t ' s a
diffi .ult decision for me . When we put LB 1065 together, we
agreed to stick together and maintain what we had . I t was
changed in...on General File, as you well know. We took out
the .3 cent a gallon fuel tax, so this bill has progressed along
and there have been circumstances changed. There still is that
unknown out there with the Sutherland plant which qualifies
under an old program, and what these temporary facilities may do
in the next, what, two months, I guess they have, basically Nay
and June. So I'm going to listen to the debate. I applaud
Senator Beutler for the help here. W e ...it's obviously not a
complicated change. It's simply extending the checkoff a year,
as he said, and the fuel tax two years. It makes the fund
whole, there's no denying that. I guess I'd say the will of the
body is going to prevail here, obviously. I don' t k now whether
to say I support it or not yet, but I'm certainly going to
listen to the debate. It's te mpting to me to do it, and
probably we won't have to come hack to e thanol next ses s i on
because, even if these temporary facilities are built and they
qualify, they' re not going to begin drawing credits for a number
of years because I don't think any of them have the money raised
to build the plants and they don' t...most of them don't have the
permits and so on, and it's going to be probably two t o t hr ee
years before they get on if they don't have their permits,air
quality construction permits and so on. So we' ll see. And I ' m
more than willing to listen to the debate here and I' ll try and
determine what it is I'm going to do there. S o a g a i n , t han k
you, Senator Beutler. It 's b een a good discussion between
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